
 

EasyGlide  

It took eight years and involved rigorous testing,  
extensive research and the development and  
scrapping of numerous designs before leading  
furniture manufacturer Oscar Furniture settled on a 
design that has become its world-patent chair ς the 
EasyGlide. The dining chair with a unique self-locking 
wheel system is the only one of its kind anywhere in 
Australia or overseas. 
 
ά²ŜΩǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
always looking for that next thing and always looking 
ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘέ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ aŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ǎŀȅǎΦ 
 
/ƻǳƴǘǊȅ /ŀǊŜΩǎ wƻō IƻƎŀƴ ƪƴƻǿǎ hǎŎŀǊ ƛǎ ƻƴǘƻ ŀ  
ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎȅDƭƛŘŜ ŎƘŀƛǊΦ ΨLǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƎŀƴƎ-
ōǳǎǘŜǊǎΗέ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛƭŘǳǊŀ ŀƴŘ 
Bendigo-based rehabilitation and mobility equipment 
ŦƛǊƳ ǎŀȅǎΦ άLǘΩǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ 
like it on the market. Keeping up with stock will be the 
ƘŀǊŘŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎΦέ 
 
Fisher Lane Mobility project manager Kate Santa 

Maria of Melbourne believes EasyGlide will become a 

ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƴŀƳŜΦ ά²Ŝ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ 

nursing home, retirement village, aged care centre 

ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƘƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎέ aǎ {ŀƴǘŀ aŀǊƛŀ 

Go to www.oscarfurniture.com.au 
To see the EasyGlide in Action! 



The EasyGlide Journey  

The original prototype, which has become the EasyGlide, came about after customers started asking the  
company to put casters on its bridge chairs so they could move around their dining and lounge rooms. 
Oscar Furniture, who has designed several different wheel systems in its range of lift-recliner chairs, produced 
dining chairs with manual wheel-locking systems. But company owner Anthony Op de Coul pulled them off the 
ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻƻ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎΦ ά¢ƘŜ ŎŀǎǘƻǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘǳǊƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƭƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŦƻǊƎƻǘ ǘƻ ƭƻŎƪ 
ǘƘŜ ǿƘŜŜƭǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴέ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ά²Ŝ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǿŜǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǎƘŜƭǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀΦέ 
 
But in 2008 Anthony knew he had to revisit the design. After talking to carers in a nursing home who were  
experiencing problems when pushing dining chairs with someone sitting in them, he felt compelled to find a 
ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΦ ά¢ƛƳōŜǊ ŦǊŀƳŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƛǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǳǎŜΦ {ǘŀŦŦ ƛƴ 
nursing homes need to be able to push dining chairs into dining tables, for example, while people are sitting in 
ǘƘŜƳΦ {ƻ ǿŜ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǿƘŜŜƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŘƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƛǊǎ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ōƻŀǊŘΦέ 
 
ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƘŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ƭƛƎƘǘǿŜƛƎƘǘ ōǳǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎέ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ {ŀƛŘ 
 
!ŦǘŜǊ ƴǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ  ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΣ hǎŎŀǊ CǳǊƴƛǘǳǊŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ  
design team to prepare documents for patents, tooling and cost analysis. This was followed by numerous trips 
ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎΦ ά²Ŝ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ  
IƻǊǎƘŀƳ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊŜέ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ ǎŀȅǎΦ ά.ȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ 
ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎȅDƭƛŘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦέ 


